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8th GRADE ESSAY CONTEST COMMUNICATIONS TOOLKIT
SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS
Post 1 – Student Focus
🖊️ 8th Graders — it’s your time to shine!
Enter the Best & Brightest 8th Grade Essay Contest and share how helping others makes a difference.
🏆 Winners will receive cash prizes and be honored at the Best & Brightest Awards Ceremony at Ruby Diamond Concert Hall!
Ask your Language Arts teacher for details.
#BestAndBrightest #EssayContest 
Post 2 – Parent Focus
Parents of 8th Graders — inspire your student to write about the power of service!
The Best & Brightest Essay Contest rewards students for creativity, compassion, and leadership. School winners are honored at the Best & Brightest Awards Ceremony this May.
Essays are due to teachers by [insert date here]!
#BestAndBrightest 

REMIND APP MESSAGES
For Students:
🌟 Write your story! Enter the Best & Brightest 8th Grade Essay Contest and share how helping others makes a difference.
Essays due to your Language Arts teacher soon!
For Parents:
✏️ Encourage your 8th grader to participate in the Best & Brightest Essay Contest — recognizing young leaders in our community! Essays are due to teachers by [insert date here]!

EMAIL & FOCUS ANNOUNCEMENTS
Student Announcement
Subject: Be a Best & Brightest Writer!
The Best & Brightest Essay Contest invites all 8th graders to write about how helping others makes a difference — in your life and your community.
Top writers will win cash prizes and be honored at the Best & Brightest Awards Ceremony on May 13, 2026!
See your Language Arts teacher for details. Essays are due to teachers by [insert date here]!
Parent Announcement
Subject: Encourage your student to enter the Best & Brightest Essay Contest
The Best & Brightest 8th Grade Essay Contest celebrates middle school students who reflect on leadership, compassion, and service.
Winning students will receive recognition and cash prizes, and school winners will be honored at the May 2026 Awards Ceremony.
Encourage your child to participate — Essays are due to teachers by [insert date here]!

INTERNAL USE: QUICK REFERENCE FOR SCHOOLS
SharePoint Upload Info:
· Each school has a designated folder where they will upload essays and cover letters. 
· Upload top three essays and entry forms by February 25, 2026.
Judging Resources:
· Use provided rubric to select top essays.
· Judging criteria include:
· Creativity and originality
· Logic and clarity of ideas
· Grammar and writing quality
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